ROUTINE AGE READING UNIT--JUSTIFICATION

Carrying out routine age determination for the major New
England fish stocks is a laborious, time-consuming, but necessary
task, presently carried out on a part-time basis by six individual
biologists in each of seven single species investigations. The data
are required for assessing the effects of fishing upon the stocks and
for carrying out population dynamics studies.

As validation of age reading techniques are completed, the
readings become more routine and should then be carried out by
specialized personnel who can read large numbers of scales, oto-
liths, or other structures more efficiently and with greater pro-
duction. This will relieve biologists of such routine, time-consum-
ing work and permit them to carry out more creative activities.

It is proposed that routine age determinations of haddock,
redfish, scup, red hake and other industrial fishes, and flounders
be started in 1961, of silver hake and cod in 1962, and in 1964,
routine age determinations be started for pollock and other boreal
groundfishes,

Routine age determinations of other species of interest will
be phased into the project as the age method is validated and

standardized,
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U, 8, Fish and ¥H1dlifce Scrvice
Bureru of Commecrcinl fisherics .
Sheet Noo 1 Locetion: Woods Hole, Mass.
Date s August 6, 1959
File Ho.
Rescarch Prodcet Cutline
Titlc of Project: Foutine Age Peading Unit
Investiz~tion Titlc: Data Collection
Investigntion Chicf: Vacant F.P. B. G5-9
Prcject Lenders Vacant F.v,B, GS-9
Nrmie Title Grade

Assistonts: (Title ond Grade)

¥. .B. GS-5
Aide GS-3

Celinborators:

Need for Informntion: Age com~ositions of New Fngland landings of fishes
are needed by the 8ecies nrojects to evaluate the ~o-ulations of
fishes and to carry out nooulation dynamics studies.

Objcctive: To make routine readings of scales, otoliths and other structures
for age determinations and submit renorts of ages to vnecies “rojects,

Method of Procedurc:  Pre-are scales, otoliths, etc. for reading. Tead
and record ages.
Phase 1: Fecord ages and com-ute necessary back calculations.
Submit re-orts to the research »rojects.

Phase 2:



Shcet Nog 2 File Nn.:

Method of Precedure: (Conttd)

Phase 3:
Estimntcd Costs:  Totnl Neeted by Laborntery for Compl.te Froject Ces
F¥ FY vy FY
Personnl Scrvicces o - le
Cther Expcnscs:
Within Projeet
Lab. ACth. &'. SCI’Q 1.-‘
Lab, Tetnl —e et e

Regirnal Office
"shington Office

Total

Recommended Source of Punds

(S~K, Rczul-r, Contributcd, (tce)

Estimated Date of Completion: Phase 1 FY 1 ;Phese 2 FY  ;Phuse 3 FY sProject Iy

Recoinmended by: Date
Originator

investigation Chief

Laboratory Director P, T

Regional Dircector

Branch Chief

Approved by:
Division Chief for Director

Remorks

(Continue nn reverse side)
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